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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
At the start of a new year, we all 
cast our gaze at the things to come. 
For me, that means Guatemala. 
Many of you know that, for the 
past two years, I have been the 
chair of the Presbytery of Western 
North Carolina Guatemala 
Partnership Committee, working 
with two presbyteries in 
Guatemala. This committee has 
oversight of nearly $100,000.00 a 
year for a variety of ministries, 
including Health Care initiatives, 
Church to Church partnerships, 
Microloans to women for small 
business startups, Scholarships for 
students ranging from elementary 
age children to pastors in seminary, 
and providing oversight of the Men 
in the Mirror Program, which is now 
being implemented in several 
presbyteries and in other 
denominations in Guatemala.  
 
Our partnership has been in 
existence now for 25 years, and this 
January, we will celebrate the 
anniversary event with all three 
presbyteries represented in 
Guatemala. Also this year, they 
have invited me to be the keynote 
preacher at the 25th Anniversary 
event. While in Guatemala, we will 
evaluate our programs, and I will 
also teach a course on how to 
implement the Men in the Mirror 
curriculum three times during my 
visit there. In addition, I will be 
working with a small team of 
Guatemalan leaders on ways to 
implement this program in other 
churches over the coming year.  
 

 
 
As I have reflected on the twelve 
visits that I have made to 
Guatemala, since 2003, to teach 
and share life and ministry with 
them, I have repeatedly had the 
thought that if I did nothing else all 
year long in ministry, the work I do 
there was alone very fulfilling, and 
the connections that I made there 
with Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
had a way of feeding my soul in 
ways quite differently from the day 
to day ministry I participate in 
here. I am not suggesting that my 
role as your pastor is unfulfilling, 
quite the contrary. This past year 
particularly, I have been 
overwhelmed by the feeling of 
deep joy to see what God has done 
in this church. As I sat in the back of 
Pioneer Hall watching the children 
sing at the Christmas musical 
recently, my eyes filled with tears of 
gratitude to recall that there were 
very few young families and 
virtually no young children in our 
congregation when I arrived twelve 
years ago. Today I thank God for 
the number of children and their 
families who now make 
Waldensian Presbyterian their 
home church. I am very 
appreciative of the leadership that 
Jason has brought to our education 
program and that Laurie Nicholson 
has brought to our music ministry. I 
know the future of the church is in 
great hands, and that the faithful 
God who was brought this 
congregation to the present will 
lead it forward to dynamic new 
leadership in the future.  
 
 

 
 
In the meantime, I have recognized 
that my call after serving as your  
pastor, will be to grow and develop 
the Men in the Mirror Program 
internationally, which is now being 
taught in Central and South 
America and next month will be 
implemented through the 
Presbyterian Church in Malawi, 
Africa by the Synod Executive 
there. It is my goal to both teach 
the curriculum, and also to equip 
pastor/educators in each of the 
countries to become course 
facilitators in their own countries. 
God put it in my heart the summer 
before my daughter Eleanor was 
born in 1994, to actively address 
domestic violence, and I have never 
questioned that call. Developing 
this curriculum was part of that 
call, and I am pleased to say that it 
is now taught in six nations and has 
potential for tremendous growth. 
Rather than taking a call as an 
interim pastor somewhere in 2021, 
this will be the next focus of 
ministry. Throughout my ministry I 
have learned to follow where my 
heart tells me God is leading, and 
this sense of direction is as clear to 
me as has been my call to be your 
pastor. I look forward to sharing 
the coming year in ministry with 
you. I remain confident in God who 
holds our future in the palm of his 
hand.  
 
Faithfully yours,  
Pastor Kevin Frederick  
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JANUARY CIRCLES 
 

Circle 2 January 15 10:00am 
Old World Bakery 

Circle 4 & 7  January 13  12:00pm 
 Lu Griffin 
Circle 5 January 13  7:00pm 
 Debra Garrou 
 
The Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating 
Team will meet on Monday, January 6

th
 

at 5pm. 

 
 
 

JANUARY COMMITTEES 
 

Thursday, January 2nd 
10:30 AM Jett Set  
 
Sunday, January 5

th
  

2:00 PM Christian Action 
 
Tuesday, January 7th 
6:00 PM Diaconate  
 
Wednesday, January 8

th
 

3:00 PM Communications 
6:30 PM Personnel 
 
Sunday, January 12th 
1:30 PM Worship  
4:00 PM Outreach  
 
Sunday, January 19th  
12:00 PM Missions 
4:00 PM Stewardship/Finance 
 
Monday, January 20th 
10:00 AM Fellowship 
 
Sunday, January 26th 

6:00 PM Session 
 
 

 

JANUARY WORSHIP 
 
 January 5 
 8:30am Connections  
10:55am Traditional Worship 
 
  January 12 
 8:30am Connections  
10:55am  Traditional Worship 
 
 January 19 
10:55am Unified Worship 
 
  January 26 
 8:30am Connections 
10:55am  Traditional Worship  
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Christian sympathy is extended to 
Sarah Owens and family in the loss of 
her father, David Owens, on his 
birthday, December 10. 

 

 

 

 

JETT SET 

LUNCHEON 

 
Thursday, January 2

nd
  

in Pioneer Hall 

Please call the church office 

(874-2531) to sign up. 

 
 
 
 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 

The Personnel Committee, Stewardship 
and Finance Committee and Session of 
WPC take this opportunity to introduce a 
new PERMANENT employee.  Kela Roth 
has been employed as an independent 
contractor functioning as our Financial 
Secretary since May 6, 2019.  Her 
contract status has allowed the 
Personnel and S&F Committees time to 
determine the actual number of hours 
needed for the position.  Also, it has 
provided time to revise the position’s job 
description according to our current 
needs. 
 
Kela brings a wealth of experience to 
WPC.  She has 20+ years of experience in 
accounting along with office and human 
resource management.   She has a 
diverse skill set in software/system 
programs.   
 
Kela’s schedule has been busy for the 
past seven months.  She learned quickly 
and now has a good grasp of our financial 
system.  On December 8, 2019, the WPC 
Session approved a motion from the 
Personnel Committee to hire Kela 
permanently.  She will become a 
permanent employee on January 1, 2020.   
 
Her normal office hours will be on 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
 
We urge all members to re-welcome 
Kela. 
 
WPC Personnel Committee, Stewardship 
and Finance Committee and Session 

 
 

 

 

 
All men are invited to a Men’s 
Fellowship Dinner on Thursday, 
January 16th at the Tron House 
at 5:30pm. 



 

 
 
I write this on Monday morning, 
December 16, the day after our Chancel 
Choir's cantata of Dan Forrest's Christmas 
anthems, handbell music and our long-
anticipated production of 'Arrest These 
Merry Gentlemen.'   Maybe you know me 
well enough by now to realize how very 
grateful I am on the day after.  What a 
wonderful day for all ages in our 
congregation to come together to offer 
their musical gifts and talents!  I am 
continually amazed and blessed by the 
musicianship in our midst.  It is my great 
joy to share music with Connections 
Band, Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir, and 
WPC Friends Choir on a regular basis.  I 
thank God for all of them and I hope for 
others to join us in 2020!  Our 
instrumentalists were fabulous, too--our 
own Melinda Davis, flute; Emily Jones, 
oboe; Shoma Mowa, violin; and Mowa 
Mowa, 'cello, and for "Angels From the 
Realms Of Glory," what could have been 
better than Laura Martinat and Carla 
Sperry sharing the Steinway 1932 Model 
M for that glorious four-hands at the 
piano accompaniment? 
 
I received such a generous gift from you, 
our faith community, last week, and it is 
such a help to me. Thank you, not only 
for that monetary gift but for your 
nurturing support and kind words during 
the past year-and-a-half.  It was a good 
kind of fatigue I felt last evening after 
everything was done--the kind that had 
me waking up today re-energized and 
thinking, "I wonder what we should do 
next?"  I look forward to our continued 
music ministry together.   
 
Speaking of looking forward, on Sunday, 
December 29 in our unified worship  
service, "Young Adult Sunday," Jason will 
be preaching and Circle of Strings will 
lead our music. I look forward to this last 
chance to hear and sing Christmas music 
in worship this season, and I hope you 
can join us a few minutes early, at 10:45 
that day--Circle of Strings will play some 
 

 
seasonal music before the announce-
ments begin.  
 
I close with a revised note I wrote for the 
back of the 'Arrest These Merry 
Gentlemen' program.  
 
From the first time our core group of 
young cast members read this script 
aloud on Sunday, September 8, they have 
been "all in." They laughed at the jokes 
and read with expression from the 
beginning.  They decided to make it the 
very best show they could and worked so 
hard to bring their characters to life; 
memorize and understand the meaning 
behind their lines; and learn the songs 
and motions. I loved every rehearsal with 
them, and that is not an exaggeration.  
My heartfelt KUDOS! to the dialogue 
cast:  James Fletcher, our "Joe Sabbath;" 
Lilah Johnson, Patrolwoman Rookie; 
Piper Jillings, Scoop; Marissa Williams, 
Cub; Anna Bordeleau, Seamstress and 
Source; Ruby Adams, Traveler and 
Source; Valerie Adams, Goatnapper; 
Emma Johnson, Goat; and Sofie Adams, 
C.D. the Camel Driver.  Love to our 
younger singers:  Ginny Andersen (our 
Angel Gabriel), Magnolia Morse, Miriam 
Skelton, and Henry Adams, who was 
dancing in the center aisle doing all the 
motions for the songs he's learned from 
his sisters and in Sunday morning music 
time.  Some of our middle and high 
school youth got involved, too:  Kaisey 
Jones and Joseph Heilman as Mary and 
Joseph; and Wade and Gaston Garrison 
and Cooper Willis as the Magi Guys.   
 
Connie Massagee was there with us for 
that first rehearsal, when I learned that 
she had been Drama Club President in 
her high school days!  By Wednesday, 
September 11, she sent me a color 
diagram of her ideas for the set design.  
Her artistry surpassed my dreams for it 
by far.  She and Jason Adams were a 
hard-working team bringing that vision to 
reality in set construction and lighting, 
which was moving at The Nativity Scene 
especially.  Jason, who works so diligently  
behind the scenes--more than any of us 
realize--also ran sound for us.   
 
Jim Cockerham crafted the perfect 
crooks for our specific faithful adult 
shepherds--weren't those staffs great?!?  
That our Merry Gentlemen Kevin  

 
Frederick, David Fletcher, Wes Garrou, 
Frank Grill, and Steve Martinat chose to 
embrace the merriment and the 
underlying message has meant a great 
deal to us.  Katherine Fletcher, Tricia 
Garrou and Laura Johnson were costume 
and props gurus. Katherine and Tricia 
were behind the curtain on either side of 
the stage handing out props at the right 
time. Gabriel's light-up wings are 
courtesy of Katherine's creativity, and 
these women and our children and youth 
have cut and covered stars with 
aluminum foil, cut out fig leaves, made 
"1" posters...per Connie's inclusive vision 
for this set. Coron Jordan got into the 
spirit of the musical with ideas for 
refreshments you could enjoy, and they 
looked beautiful on the tables, too.  
Parents got their youth to rehearsals as 
often as possible and many have 
rehearsed lines with the cast at home.  
Family excitement about it all made a 
positive difference!  Rita Spivey has 
produced perfect "ads" for us throughout 
the fall and laid out our program--among 
the many bulletins and programs she has 
generated this busy season!  Many of you 
brought newspapers for us to use for the 
last scene. So, it really did take a village 
to recreate this particular village of 
Bethlehem on December 15

th
.  And that 

includes all of you who came to share the 
story with us--what a fantastic audience 
you were!  Your laughter, spontaneous 
applause and enjoyment, and even a few 
tears at the song "Peace Is Here for You" 
during the Nativity and at James 
Fletcher's last monologue--all that 
support  made the children and youth 
even more excited to do their best.  As 
the person who had the privilege of 
directing the show, I am thankful beyond 
your knowing.  Emmanuel--God is with 
us.  Share the news! 
 
 Laurie Nicholson 
 Director of Music 

 

 

 

Our Wednesday  

Night Together 

activities will resume 

on January 8. 



 
DISCIPLE III CLASS 
 

A Disciple III class, “Remember Who You 
Are,” will be led by Elsie Whisenant 
beginning on January 7, 2020. This class 
discusses the prophets and Paul’s letters. 
It will meet on Tuesdays from 10:00 till 
11:30 in Room 200. Please call Elsie at 
828-446-7820 as soon as possible to join 
this group.  

 
 
 

January Birthdays 
 

 
 

Jan. 1 Fred Smith 
Jan. 2 Martha Garrison 
Jan. 3 Derek Pons 
 Allison Zimmerman 
Jan. 5 Bobby Costner 
Jan. 6 Star Evans 
 Ryan Freeman 
Jan 7 Blenda Leger 
 Jeff Simmons 
Jan. 8 Jim Brinkley 
 Ramzi Kamal 
Jan. 10 Jim Rostan 
Jan. 13 Mary Barstow 
Jan. 18 Ed McFadden 
Jan. 19 Faye Celia Jones 
Jan. 20 Tim Furmage 
 Lyla Caroline Jones 
Jan. 21 Vivian Carothers 
Jan. 22 Zander Austin 
Jan. 23 Hazel Cole 
 Harvey Jones 
 Nick Palmer 
 Marc Sharpe 
Jan. 25 Katie Gravel 
Jan. 26 Kim Rostan Johnston 
 Eva Sigmon 
Jan. 28 Ansley Calloway 
Jan. 29 Payton Harrison 
 Steven Morrow 
Jan. 30 Meredith Rae Stettler 
Jan. 31 Abigail Lanning Hefner 
 Louise Rivenbark 

 
 
 

 

NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN 

 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you 
for welcoming me in and making 
me feel comfortable and welcome.  
When I look back over this year, 
this congregation has become a 
big part of my life, and I appreciate 
you making me feel at home.  I pray 
for each of you a season full of joy 
and thankfulness as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and as we move into a new 
year. From my heart to yours, I 
hope you had a very Merry 
Christmas and wishing you a 
Happy New Year. The recipe I have 
for you is a version of one I am 
sure you have "made" before. 
 
Christmas and New Year Joy 
 
1 Cup of hugs 
1 lb of smiles 
2 Cups of joy 
1 Cup of fun, add more as needed 
 
Sprinkle family in as you mix the 
above ingredients. Mix in the 
stories of the birth of Jesus Christ 
and the celebrations for 2020. 
 
Yield: Tons and tons of Christmas 
and New Year Joy 
 
Bon Appetit, 
Coron 
 
 
 

There will be no small 
group Dinner for 8 
activities in 2020. 

 
 

 

Words of Thanks 
 
Dear WPC members, 
 
As we reflect on the past year, we are 
aware of those who have worked side by 
side with us to shape and grow our 
congregation and its ministries. 
 
Thank-you for your generous 
contributions to the 2019 Staff Christmas 
Fund.  It once again, shows the 
appreciation that we have as a 
congregation for the staff members who 
work to provide a place to worship and 
lead the programmatic efforts of our 
church’s ministries.  Your gift to the Staff 
Christmas Fund will not only bring 
blessings to our staff, but to you, the 
donor as well. 
 
Frank Grill, 2019 WPC Personnel  
Committee Chair 

 
Many thanks to all of you who gave to 
the Staff Christmas Fund. Your generosity 
each year is much appreciated by the 
staff, and on behalf of all church staff, I 
offer many thanks. I feel blessed to serve 
with this staff and to be in service of each 
of you and our Lord through the many 
ministries of this church.    
 
Pastor Kevin Frederick  

 
 

 

Save the Date! 
Edict of  

Emancipation  

Celebration 2020 

Saturday,  

February 15 – 5:00pm 

LPDA (note new 

location) 

More details to come! 
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BOOK DISCUSSION GROUPS 

 

Join us as we explore books in our small group setting. These groups are designed to allow readers 
several weeks to acquire and read the selected books. The format of the book discussions includes 
provided questions and group discussions in an informal setting. Books are selected from 
recommendations from group members. 
 
All are welcome to participate. Feel free to come when you can and/or come when you are interested in 
what is being read and discussed. Feel free to come each time, to either or both groups.   
 
Please be considerate when borrowing books from the public library and check out only one of our 
selections at a time. 
 
Evening Book Discussion Group- 5pm 
(meets at the Tron House on the second Thursday of month) 
Thursday, January  9– Moloka’I  by Alan Brennert 
Thursday, February 13 – The Tea Girl of Hummingbird lane by Lisa See 
 
Faith Matters Group – 4pm 
(meets in Room 200 the fourth Sunday of the month) 
Sunday, January  26 – The Year of Living Biblically  by A. J. Jacobs 
Sunday, February 23 – [2:30pm] The Great Divorce  by C. S. Lewis 
 
Join us any month! The evening group meet at the Tron House behind the Museum on St. Germain 
Avenue. The afternoon group meets in Room 200. 

 

Our December Community Assistance 
Offering $133. Thanks for your support! 

 

 



 



 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
October 20, 2019 

 
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
  
Order of the Day: Garden Committee 
Proposal (Carlton Caruso) 
 Carlton presented a letter from Charles 
Parris, who owns the 1.27 acre tract at 
505 Praley St. SW and the location of the 
Acre of Grace garden.  This property is 
being offered for sale to the church for 
$25,000 by Mr. Parris.  It was decided by 
the Garden Committee that now would 
be the time to cease the continued 
operation of the garden. It is proposed 
by the Garden Committee to use the 
existing funds, budgeted to the garden, 
to be given to the Community Assistance 
Ministry for the purchase of vegetables 
for the Community Assistance Pantry.  It 
is also proposed that all garden 
equipment (see attached list) be 
donated to the Black Mountain Home 
for Children. After discussion by the 
Elders, with many positive comments 
about the garden and the volunteers 
who maintained the project, the 
motions listed below were presented for 
approval. 
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
Steve reported that total revenues, 
through September 30, 2019, were 
$365,038. He said our contributions to 
that date were at 78.5% of the total 
estimated.  He said that we were at 
75.7% at this time last year.  Total 
expenses were $367,908 for a shortfall 
of $2,870.  After the approved budget 
offset of $36,130, the surplus to date is 
$33,260.  He said that last year at this 
time we had a $10,000 surplus. Steve 
said that contributions for the remainder 
of the year may not continue at this  

 

rate.  Steve next reviewed the 3
rd

 
quarter report for the endowment funds 
from January 1 to September 30, 2019.  
The Vanguard Funds had an increase of 
12.39% for a total of $5,478,645.  The 
New Covenant Funds had an increase of 
15.47% for a total of $225,626.  Steve 
said that a checking and savings account 
have been moved to First Citizens Bank. 
He said that a checking account would 
remain at Wells Fargo until all payroll, 
automatic pay, and credit card accounts 
were moved to First Citizens Bank.  He 
said that approximately $8,000 in 
planned endowments would be paid this 
quarter.  Steve said that S&F would meet 
the first Sunday in November to begin 
the budget planning for 2020.   
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
 
Motion:  To approve giving the $4,200 
surplus from the garden account to the 
Community Assistance Ministry        
for the purchase of fresh vegetables. 
 
Motion:  Donate all the garden items to 
the Black Mountain Home for Children                                                            
 
Note:  A church member had requested 
the purchase of twelve bags of the soil 
amender at $5.00 per bag. 
 
Also note that the memorial bench in 
memory of Greg Bordeleau was moved 
from the garden to the Tron House 
Meditation Garden.  
 
Motion:  Set date of Officer Retreat to 
January 18, 2020 with a snow date of 
February 1, 2020. 
 
Motion:  To compensate the facilitator 
of the Officer Retreat for time and 
mileage, amount to be determined by  

 Rev. Frederick with Presbytery staff. 
 

Motion:  To renew partnership 
relationship with Nueve Jerusalem 
Presbyterian Church for a period of five 
years.  
 
Motion from Personnel Committee:  To 
approve the revised Financial Secretary 
job description as contained in the 
Session packet.    
      
 

 

Motion:  As a way to promote 
attendance at the December 8

th
 organ 

recital, the Worship Committee moves 
that we allow Joseph Franklin and 
Josiah Riddle to hold a drawing during 
the recital with the name of one 
attendee that has posted a copy of the 
church-produced flyer to their group’s 
Facebook page being drawn to receive 
a prize. 
 
Rationale: The committee felt their 
proposal was a creative way to boost 
attendance at the recital. We would not 
be in favor if this was a worship service, 
which it is not. The prize will be provided 
by Joseph and Josiah. Laurie will 
recommend a gift certificate to a local 
business such as Old World Bakery or 
100 Main if the motion passes. 
Increasing attendance will be beneficial 
to the church by exposing more people 
to our beautiful instrument and our 
outreach to the community as well as 
increasing the offering, which will go 
toward the Generations Music Fund. 

 
Other News 
Clerk’s meeting with John Pea, Chair of 
Presbytery Committee on Ministries 

 
 On October 1, 2019, John Cannon and 

John Pea met at WPC to discuss the 
planned retirement of Rev. Frederick at 
the end of 2020.  Plans were made for 
training for church officers at the annual 
Officer Retreat in January of 2020.  The 
training would be provided by a person 
from Presbytery.  After training, a 
committee would be formed, under 
Session, for hiring an interim pastor 
during the fourth quarter of 2020. After 
Kevin’s retirement, the interim pastor 
would assist in doing a Mission Study 
and guiding the formation of a Pastor 
Nominating Committee to hire the new 
pastor.  This is a simplified description of 
a more complicated process, but with 
input from the congregation and 
assistance from the Presbytery, it is 
hoped that a successful transition will 
take place.   
  
On December 1, the annual Joint 
Diaconate / Session meeting will take 
place in Pioneer Hall at 5:00pm, 
beginning with a light meal. The Stated 
Session meeting will immediately follow 
the Joint Meeting. 



 

The December 8 Session meeting will be 
primarily for the purpose of reviewing  
and approving the budget for 2020.  The 
meeting will be held at 6:00pm in Room 
200.  A meeting of the trustees will 
follow the Session meeting. 

           
Mission Day-Kevin stated that the 
Missions Day on the October 19 was 
very successful with about 35 to 40      
people participating in various projects.  
Some of the projects that were 
completed included: work and cleanup 
at the cemetery; blessing boxes and 
backpack preparation; packing 1258 
bags of candy for Halloween gifts for   
kids; work on the Meditation Garden at 
the Tron House; and letter writing.   
 
Carolyn Williams stated that her 
committees’ nominees for four Elders 
and four Deacons had been elected at 
the Congregational Meeting that 
morning.  Carolyn reported that the 
Endowment Committee will meet 
December 3, 2019. 
           
The furnace for the sanctuary should be 
operational in a few days. 
       
This year, Advent Books will have 
passages, with drawings about the 
passage done by our children.   

             
The Confirmation Classes will take place 
in March, 2020.  The Confirmands are 
James Fletcher, Cooper Willis,    
Zoey Shull, Anna Bordeleau, and Gaston 
Garrison. 

 
 John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Joint Diaconate and Session  
Meeting Minutes 

December 1, 2019, 5:00 PM 
(Pioneer Hall) 

  
A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an  

 

abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
Steve presented a summary of the 
church's financial picture through 
October 31, 2019.  The total Revenue 
was $394,335. Expenses were $412,816, 
and the Shortfall was $18,481.  After 
applying the pro-rated amount from the 
M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment Fund ($40,465), 
the surplus through October was 
$21,984.  Steve noted that after 83% of 
the year, 84.6% of the budgeted pledges 
has come in.  Expenses were79% of the 
Budgeted amount.  Steve noted we are 
ahead of last year in our finances.  He 
noted that the basket and Sunday school 
collections are lower than in the past.  
Steve answered questions that were 
raised, and stated that the next financial 
report would be the end of the year 
report, which would be presented in 
January. 
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
Motion:  To approve Deacons-elect 
Jonas Johnson, Grayson Turner, and 
Hailey Garrou, and Elders- elect David 
Fletcher, Mary Murray, Judy Waldrop, 
and Renee Gravel 
 
Deacon-elect Teresa Jacumin was absent 
and will be examined in the near future. 
 
Motion:  That Steve Martinat be 
elected Treasurer 
 
Motion:  That John Cannon be elected 
Clerk of Session for 2020 
 
Other News 
Kevin presented an end-of-year report 
stating major accomplishments such as 
using children in our worship services. 
 
He mentioned the Summer Series of ten 
sermons based on what we believe as 
Presbyterians.  
 
Kevin also thanked the outgoing officers 
for all their work during the last three 
years. 
 
Niki Humphries presented events and 
accomplishments of the Diaconate 
during 2019. 

 

Frank Grill reviewed the personnel 
changes that the Personnel Committee 
managed during the year. 
 
Wes Garrou, with the Worship 
Committee, distributed the Lock-up 
assignments and reviewed the lock-up 
procedures.        
 
For the year 2019, through November 
15, we have 1 birth, 7 deaths, 2 
infant/child baptisms, and 4 weddings. 
 
Through November 15, we have 6 new 
members and 10 roll reductions, which 
was similar to last year. 
 
As of November 15, we have 374 
members, 72 Friends of the Church, with 
an average total attendance of 143.      
 
There will be an Officer’s Retreat at the 
Tron House for all Deacons and Elders on 
January 18, 2020.    

           
 John Cannon 
 Clerk of Session 

 
 
 

Stated Session Meeting Minutes 
 December 1, 2019, 7:35 PM 

(Pioneer Hall) 
 

A full copy of the Session Minutes is 
available on the bulletin board across 
from the Office Manager's office.  
Detailed committee reports are also 
available.  Some committee highlights 
will be contained in various parts of this 
report.  However, since Session reports 
are posted in their entirety, information 
in this newsletter is presented in an 
abbreviated format, containing only 
important motions and other pertinent 
information. 
 
 Treasurer's Report (Steve Martinat) 
The Treasurer’s Report was given at the 
Joint Diaconate/Session Meeting which 
was prior the Stated Session Meeting. 
Steve presented a summary of the 
church's financial picture through 
October 31, 2019.  The total Revenue  
was $394,335. Expenses were $412,816, 
and the Shortfall was $18,481.  After  
applying the pro-rated amount from the 
M.A.D.E.-5 Endowment Fund ($40,465),  



 

the surplus through October was 
$21,984.  Steve noted that after 83% of 
the year, 84.6% of the budgeted pledges 
has come in.  Expenses were79% of the 
Budgeted amount.  Steve noted we are 
ahead of last year in our finances.  He 
noted that the basket and Sunday school 
collections are lower than in the past.  
Steve answered questions that were 
raised, and stated that the next financial 
report would be the end of the year 
report, which would be presented in 
January. 
 
Approved Motions (other than 
routine): 
Motion:  To elect Tamika Garrison and 
Judy Waldrop as commissioners to the 
Presbytery meeting in Morganton on 
January 25, 2020. 
 
Motion:  To approve the format of the 
Advent Booklet for print, removing the 
yellow background.   
 
Motion:  To ask Session for permission 
to sell wreaths on the front lawn of the 
church during the parade.  
  
Motion:  To approve the implemen-
tation of a Disciple III class, taught by 
Elsie Whisnant.  
 
Motion:  Effective January 1, 2020, the 
Fellowship Committee recommends 
that the cost of the Wednesday           
night meals be raised to $6.00 per 
person and the price for the Presbytery 
meal be $10.00. 
                  
Motion:  To refer the request from the 
Missions Committee to seek another 
five-year cycle of MADE 5 money for 
$15,000 per year to maintain the 
outreach initiatives that have been 
funded by this money to S&F for 
approval, and then to Session for final 
approval. 
 
Other News 
The only other Session meeting planned 
for December will be a stated meeting at 
6:00 PM in Room 200 on December 8 to  
discuss and approve the 2019 budget. 
We will also examine officer candidates 
at that time. A brief  meeting of the 
Trustees of the Corporation will follow.  
The purpose of the meeting is to  
 

 

approve minutes of the previous Trustee 
meetings. 
 
A congregational meeting will be held on 
January 19, 2020 immediately following 
the 10:55 am unified service. The 
purposes of the meeting are presenting 
the 2019 Financial Report, presenting 
the 2020 budget, election of officers to 
fill unexpired terms, and approval of a 
change in the Terms of Call of the 
pastor. 
 
Kevin stated that he would be in 
Guatemala from January 21 to 31, 2020 
 
Starting in January, David Fletcher will 
chair the Personnel Committee, Mary 
Murray will chair Worship, Renee Gravel 
will chair Missions, and Bart Bounous 
will chair Property. All other committee 
chairs will remain the same. 
 

 The Pioneer Hall architect is hiring a new 
engineer to complete his plans. The 
existing engineer had to resign because 
of illness.  W.T. said that after 
engineering review, plans would be 
completed, bids from contractors would 
be solicited, and construction should 
begin. 

  
Bart said that the slate roof problems 
are still under review. W.T. said that the 
committee is investigating the possibility 
of finding an engineering firm with slate 
roof experience to assist the committee 
with this project.  
 

  The 2020 budget will be presented by 
S&F, December 8, at the Session meeting 
  
 John Cannon 
Clerk of Session 

 

 
(The following minutes are from 
December 2018 and approved 

December 2019.  No other meetings 
of the Trustees of the Corporation 

were held in 2019, and it is a 
requirement that one meeting per 

year take place.) 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Trustees of the Corporation 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 approx. 
7:45 PM (Room 200) 

 
The trustees of the Corporation of 
Waldensian Presbyterian Church met as 
noted above. 
 
Members Present:  John Heilman, Frank 
Grill, Tom Rice, W. T. Sorrell, Gunter 
Harbison, Carolyn Williams, Mark 
Rostan, Barbara Cockerham, Emily 
Church, Jeanene Burris, Wes Garrou 
 
 Members Excused Absent:   Tammy 
Black 
 
Also Attending:  Elders-elect; John 
Cannon   
 
Calling of meeting to order and 
approval of agenda 
The meeting was called to order by Tom 
and the agenda was approved. 
 
The meeting was opened with prayer by 
Tom. 
 
Chairman's Report: (Tom Rice) 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the 
meeting of December 3, 2017. 
Tom made the motion to approve the 
minutes as corrected and Jeanene 
seconded. The motion was approved 
unanimously. 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the 
meeting of September 30, 2018. 
Tom made the motion which was 
seconded by Frank. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
New Business: 
Motion:  To approve Tom Rice signing 
documents relating to the sale of land 
to William Walker in the law offices 
of Starnes and Aycock on or before 
December 6, 2018. 
Tom made the motion which was 
seconded by Emily. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
There being no further business, Tom 
Rice adjourned the meeting with prayer. 
 
Tom Rice, Clerk of Session 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
 
Date Approved by Corporation – 
December 8, 2019 
 



 

 


